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BRIEF ICF CORE SET FOR HEARING LOSS 

BODY FUNCTIONS 
= physiological functions of body systems (including psychological functions) 

b126 Temperament and personality functions 

 

General mental functions of constitutional disposition of the individual to react in a particular way to situations, including the 
set of mental characteristics that makes the individual distinct from others.  
Inclusions: functions of extraversion, introversion, agreeableness, conscientiousness, psychic and emotional stability, and openness to 
experience; optimism; novelty seeking; confidence; trustworthiness  
Exclusions: intellectual functions (b117); energy and drive functions (b130); psychomotor functions (b147); emotional functions (b152)  

b140 Attention functions 

 
Specific mental functions of focusing on an external stimulus or internal experience for the required period of time.  
Inclusions: functions of sustaining attention, shifting attention, dividing attention, sharing attention; concentration; distractibility  
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); energy and drive functions (b130); sleep functions (b134); memory functions (b144); 
psychomotor functions (b147); perceptual functions (b156) 

b144 Memory functions 

 

Specific mental functions of registering and storing information and retrieving it as needed.  
Inclusions: functions of short-term and long-term memory, immediate, recent and remote memory; memory span; retrieval of memory; 
remembering; functions used in recalling and learning, such as in nominal, selective and dissociative amnesia  
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); orientation functions (b114); intellectual functions (b117); attention functions (b140); 
perceptual functions (b156); thought functions (b160); higher-level cognitive functions (b164); mental functions of language (b167); 
calculation functions (b172) 

b152 Emotional functions 

 
Specific mental functions related to the feeling and affective components of the processes of the mind. 
Inclusions: functions of appropriateness of emotion, regulation and range of emotion; affect; sadness, happiness, love, fear, anger, hate, 
tension, anxiety, joy, sorrow; lability of emotion; flattening of affect 
Exclusions: temperament and personality functions (b126); energy and drive functions (b130)  

b210 Seeing functions 

 

Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of light and sensing the form, size, shape and colour of the visual stimuli.  
Inclusions: visual acuity functions; visual field functions; quality of vision; functions of sensing light and colour, visual acuity of distant 
and near vision, monocular and binocular vision; visual picture quality; impairments such as myopia, hypermetropia, astigmatism, 
hemianopia, colour-blindness, tunnel vision, central and peripheral scotoma, diplopia, night blindness and impaired adaptability to light  
Exclusion: perceptual functions (b156) 

b230 Hearing functions 

 

Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of sounds and discriminating the location, pitch, loudness and quality of 
sound. 
Inclusions: functions of hearing, auditory discrimination, localization of sound source, lateralization of sound, speech discrimination; 
impairments such as deafness, hearing impairment and hearing loss. 
Exclusion: perceptual functions (b156) and mental functions of language (b167) 

b240 Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular functions 

 
Sensations of dizziness, falling, tinnitus and vertigo.  
Inclusions: sensations of ringing in ears, irritation in ear, aural pressure, nausea associated with dizziness or vertigo Exclusions: 
vestibular functions (b235); sensation of pain (b280) 

 

BODY STRUCTURES 
= anatomical parts of the body such as organs, limbs and their components 

s110 Structure of brain 
S240 Structure of external ear 
S250 Structure of middle ear 
S260 Structure of inner ear 

 

ACTIVITIES AND PARTICIPATION 
= execution of a task or action by an individual and  involvement in a life situation 

d115 Listening 

 Using the sense of hearing intentionally to experience auditory stimuli, such as listening to a radio, music or a lecture. 

d240 Handling stress and other psychological demands 

 
Carrying out simple or complex and coordinated actions to manage and control the psychological demands required to carry 
out tasks demanding significant responsibilities and involving stress, distraction, or crises, such as driving a vehicle during 
heavy traffic or taking care of many children.  
Inclusions: handling responsibilities; handling stress and crisis 

http://www.who.int/classifications/icfbrowser/Browse.aspx?code=b117
http://www.who.int/classifications/icfbrowser/Browse.aspx?code=b130
http://www.who.int/classifications/icfbrowser/Browse.aspx?code=b147
http://www.who.int/classifications/icfbrowser/Browse.aspx?code=b152
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d310 Communicating with - receiving - spoken messages 

 Comprehending literal and implied meanings of messages in spoken language, such as understanding that a statement 
asserts a fact or is an idiomatic expression. 

d350 Conversation 

 
Starting, sustaining and ending an interchange of thoughts and ideas, carried out by means of spoken, written, sign or other 
forms of language, with one or more people one knows or who are strangers, in formal or casual settings.  
Inclusions: starting, sustaining and ending a conversation; conversing with one or many people 

d360 Using communication devices and techniques 

 Using devices, techniques and other means for the purposes of communicating, such as calling a friend on the telephone.  
Inclusions: using telecommunication devices, using writing machines and communication techniques 

d760 Family relationships 

 
Creating and maintaining kinship relationships, such as with members of the nuclear family, extended family, foster and 
adopted family and step-relationships, more distant relationships such as second cousins, or legal guardians.  
Inclusions: parent-child and child-parent relationships, sibling and extended family relationships 

d820 School education 

 
Gaining admission to school, engaging in all school-related responsibilities and privileges, and learning the course material, 
subjects and other curriculum requirements in a primary or secondary education programme, including attending school 
regularly, working cooperatively with other students, taking direction from teachers, organizing, studying and completing 
assigned tasks and projects, and advancing to other stages of education. 

d850 Remunerative employment 

 

Engaging in all aspects of work, as an occupation, trade, profession or other form of employment, for payment, as an 
employee, full or part time, or self-employed, such as seeking employment and getting a job, doing the required tasks of the 
job, attending work on time as required, supervising other workers or being supervised, and performing required tasks alone 
or in groups.  
Inclusions: self-employment, part-time and full-time employment 

d910 Community life 

 
Engaging in all aspects of community social life, such as engaging in charitable organizations, service clubs or professional 
social organizations.  
Inclusions: informal and formal associations; ceremonies Exclusions: non-remunerative employment (d855); recreation and leisure 
(d920); religion and spirituality (d930); political life and citizenship (d950) 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
= make up the physical, social and attitudinal environment in which people live and conduct their lives 
e125 Products and technology for communication 

 
Equipment, products and technologies used by people in activities of sending and receiving information, including those 
adapted or specially designed, located in, on or near the person using them.  
Inclusions: general and assistive products and technology for communication 

e250 Sound 

 
A phenomenon that is or may be heard, such as banging, ringing, thumping, singing, whistling, yelling or buzzing, in any 
volume, timbre or tone, and that may provide useful or distracting information about the world. 
 Inclusions: sound intensity; sound quality 

e310 Immediate family 

 
Individuals related by birth, marriage or other relationship recognized by the culture as immediate family, such as spouses, 
partners, parents, siblings, children, foster parents, adoptive parents and grandparents.  
Exclusions: extended family (e315); personal care providers and personal assistants (e340) 

e355 Health professionals 

 
All service providers working within the context of the health system, such as doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists, speech therapists, audiologists, orthotist-prosthetists, medical social workers.  
Exclusion: other professionals (e360) 

e410 Individual attitudes of immediate family members 
 General or specific opinions and beliefs of immediate family members about the person or about other matters (e.g. social, 

political and economic issues), that influence individual behaviour and actions. 
e460 Societal attitudes 

 
General or specific opinions and beliefs generally held by people of a culture, society, subcultural or other social group about 
other individuals or about other social, political and economic issues, that influence group or individual behaviour and 
actions. 

e580 Health services, systems and policies 

 
Services, systems and policies for preventing and treating health problems, providing medical rehabilitation and promoting a 
healthy lifestyle.  
Exclusion: general social support services, systems and policies (e575) 

 


